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A SMALL BOOKLET WITH HUGE MEANINGS. 

As mentioned by Resego Morakanyane, 2016, drivers of 

digital transformation are attributes that influence and enable 

the process of digital transformation to take place; that’s why 

UBA will be the drive key to digitally transform the 

construction industry in UAE & ME. 

 

UBA Welcome Guide illustrates some important definitions for 

Digital Construction, it also highlights on the top BIM 

associations that had been established globally. 

 

Nowadays life is so fast, inventions and breakthroughs in 

technology became like a daily activity that everyone is doing. 

Construction industry needs a boost to cope all these new 

technologies and inventions. 

 

We can say that UAE is from the most matured and updated 

countries in the world in using new technologies, even in 

construction (3D printing, Drones, Smart Cities, etc.) 



 

 

 4 

Building Information Modeling (BIM): it’s a kind of framework 

in which a virtual building with all its 3D representations and 

information are implemented digitally using a set of AEC tools 

for more efficient methods of designing, delivering and 

maintaining physical built assets throughout their entire 

lifecycle. 

Digital Transformation: is the use of new, fast changing digital 

technology to solve problems often utilizing cloud 

computing, reducing reliance on user owned hardware but 

increasing reliance on subscription-based cloud services. 

Digital Construction: is the use and application of digital tools 

and hardware i.e. (Drones, 3D Scanner, 3D Printer, Immersive 

Room, etc.) to improve the process of delivering and 

operating the built environment. 

Virtual Design and Construction (VDC): it’s the management 

of integrated multi-disciplinary performance models (BIM 

models) of design-construction projects, including the output 

(i.e., facilities), work processes and organization of the design 

- construction - operation team in order to support explicit 

and public business objectives. 
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Smart City: is an urban area that 

uses different types of electronic 

Internet of things (IoT) sensors to 

collect data and then use these 

data to manage assets and 

resources efficiently. 

 

Internet of Things (IoT): is the extension of Internet 

connectivity into physical devices and everyday objects. 

Embedded with electronics, Internet connectivity, and other 

forms of hardware (such as sensors). 

Big Data: is a field that treats ways to analyze, systematically 

extract information from, or otherwise deal with data sets that 

are too large or complex to be dealt with by traditional data-

processing application software. 

Data with many cases (rows) offer 

greater statistical power, while 

data with higher complexity (more 

attributes or columns) may lead to 

a higher false discovery rate. 
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BIM ASSOCIATIONS AROUND THE WORLD 

Some countries around the world had established BIM 

Association and/or BIM arms from established institutes to 

serve construction digital transformation and create 

guidelines and standards that to be followed in BIM 

implementation. 

  

Canada 

The Canada BIM Council (CanBIM) 

United States of America 

buildingSMART 

US Army Corp (USACE) 

American Institute of Architects (AIA) 

The National BIM Standards (NBIMS) 

 

Ireland 

Royal Institute of Architect of Ireland (RIAI) 

United Kingdom 

British Standards Institute (bsi) 

Building Research Establishment (bre) 

UK BIM Alliance 

 

India 

India BIM Association 

 

Singapore 

Building & Construction Authority 

 

New Zealand 

BIM in New Zealand (BIMinNZ) 

New Zealand Construction Industry Council (NZCIC) 

Australia 

National Specifications (NATSPEC) 

Australian Institute of Building (AIB) 

 

 

 

Europe 

BIM Task Group 
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Australia 

National Specifications (NATSPEC)  

https://bim.natspec.org/ 

NATSPEC supports important Australian BIM initiatives through the National 

BIM Portal - it acts as a Knowledge Hub for the Australasian BIM Advisory 

Board (ABAB) and the ACIF-APCC Project team integration (PTI) and BIM 

initiative. For more details, see BIM R & D Projects. 

 

Australian Institute of Building (AIB)  

https://aib.org.au/ 

The AIB believes that the uptake of BIM is likely to be increasingly employed 

by larger firms in the building and construction industry and will eventually 

become the norm in the industry and employed by all sectors. 

Canada 

The Canada BIM Council (CanBIM)  

https://www.canbim.com/ 

CanBIM's mission is to provide AECOO industry professionals, academia and 

supply chain members a collective voice dedicated to digital technologies. 

CanBIM provides its members with advocacy, learning opportunities and best 

practices for digital technologies in a Canadian context while maintaining 

connectivity with international partners.   

https://bim.natspec.org/
https://aib.org.au/
https://www.canbim.com/
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Europe  

BIM Task Group 

http://www.eubim.eu/ 

The Task Group’s vision is to encourage the common use of BIM, as ‘digital 

construction’, in public works with the common aim of improving value for 

public money, quality of the public estate and for the sustainable 

competitiveness of industry. 

 

India 

India BIM Association (IBIMA)  

https://www.ibima.co.in/ 

Our Mission is to provide our Indian BIM Community a collective voice 

dedicated to BIM technology, processes, and protocols. We offer our members 

with support, learning opportunities and best practices for BIM in an Indian 

context while maintaining connectivity with our international partners. 

 

Ireland 

The Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland (RIAI) 

https://www.riai.ie/ 

The RIAI BIM Subcommittee is working together to realise a unified, usable, 

coordinated approach to Building Information Modelling (BIM) in a design 

environment. The Subcommittee have prepared a BIM Pack which provides 

a set of comprehensive Advice Notes and Templates for organisations and 

individuals considering undertaking a project in BIM. 

 

 

http://www.eubim.eu/
https://www.ibima.co.in/
https://www.riai.ie/
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New Zealand 

BIM in New Zealand (BIMinNZ) 

https://www.biminnz.co.nz/ 

BIMinNZ is driven by the BIM Acceleration Committee (BAC), a nationwide 

alliance of industry and government organisations working to promote BIM 

within the New Zealand building and construction industry. 

 

Singapore 

Building & Construction Authority (BCA)  

https://www.bca.gov.sg/ 

Building Information Modelling (BIM) is identified as a key technology to 

improve productivity and level of integration across various disciplines across 

the entire construction value chain 

 

United Kingdom 

British Standards Institute (bsi) 

https://www.bsigroup.com/en-AE/ 

Building Information Modelling (BIM) is more than just working in a digital 

environment. It’s about ensuring teams have the relevant knowledge and 

capabilities to achieve best practice and the continued drive to commit to it. 

 

UK BIM Alliance  

https://www.ukbimalliance.org/ 

aims to ensure BIM becomes business as usual whilst at the same time, 

transforming and future proofing the way the industry work. 

 

https://www.biminnz.co.nz/
https://www.bca.gov.sg/
https://www.ukbimalliance.org/
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Building Research Establishment (bre) 

 https://www.bregroup.com/  

Building information Modelling (BIM) utilises information-rich 3D models 

through a collaborative working processes to eliminate waste and improve the 

quality of information provided at the design and construction phases 

 

 

United States of America 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) 

https://www.aia.org/ 

AIA developed an intensive BIM Protocol to help projects utilize BIM for all 

the 5 stages of project development. 
 

US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) 

https://www.usace.army.mil/ 

BIM technology provides a digital representation of the physical and functional 

characteristics of a facility. BIM also aids in resolving design conflicts before 

facing issues on field sites and allows material to be fabricated off site before 

arrival on site 

 

buildingSMART 

https://www.buildingsmart.org/ 

buildingSMART’s focus is on standardizing processes, workflows and 

procedures for openBIM enabling digital transformation. Public money, quality 

of the public estate and for the sustainable competitiveness of industry. 

 
 

https://www.bregroup.com/
https://www.aia.org/
https://www.usace.army.mil/
https://www.buildingsmart.org/
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The National BIM Standard (NBIMS-US™) 

https://www.nationalbimstandard.org/ 

With open BIM standards we can build detailed models then deliver accurate 

products that can be used during commissioning and operation to ensure 

facility functionality throughout the life of the facility and to deliver high 

performance, carbon neutral, and net zero energy-based facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considering what had been stated before UAE BIM 

Association is going to provide UAE and Middle East market 

with all needs and requirements for their journey in digital 

transformation of construction industry as 1st BIM association 

in UAE & Middle East.  

https://www.nationalbimstandard.org/
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VISION 

UAE BIM Association (UBA) is a non-profit organization 

which aims to empower digital construction in UAE and 

Middle East, deploy the knowledge of Virtual Design & 

Construction (VDC) and encourage construction 

professionals and forms to innovate in digital transformation 

related fields. 

 

 

UBA will align BIM and VDC understandings across UAE and 

Middle East, also it will raise maturity level of best practices 

and omit false definitions and meanings about digital 

construction and BIM. 
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SMART DUBAI 

In line with His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum guidance and Smart Dubai plan to be the 1st 

Smart City globally, UAE BIM Association started to take 

shape and regulatory form after long time of work, effort 

and preparation. 

UBA promotes and support Smart Dubai 2021 vision to be 

1st smart city in the world, also support paperless initiative 

that had been launched by Sheikh Hamdan earlier in 2019. 
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UBA will participate in deploying of Digital Transformation 

for construction industry within UAE & Middle East as the 1st 

BIM Association to be established in the region. 

OBJECTIVES 

Have a robust Steering Committee 

that can deploy effectively UBA 

message and help UAE market to be 

empowered by Digital Construction 

methodologies.  

Create a comprehensive standard for 

UAE in regard to Digital construction 

and BIM Implementation. 

Framework for memberships and 

certification management for BIM 

specialists around UAE and Middle 

East. 

Unify understandings about BIM and 

VDC, create a benchmark matrix to 

assess your BIM Implementation. 
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PHASES 

As an association, staged phases will be adapted along UAE 

BIM Association journey, in each phase an important goal 

shall be achieved. 

  

2019 

SEP 

2019 

DEC 

2020 

FEB 

2020 

DEC 

2021 

MAR 

2021 

JUN 

IMPROVEMENT 

STANDARDIZATION 

MONITORING 

DEPLOYMENT 

STRATEGY 

INITIATION 
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ACTIVITIES 

  

Conduct awareness sessions and 

events. 

Deploy BIM and VDC best practices 

within UAE Universities. 

Give onsite and online free courses 

for junior engineers and graduates. 

Adapt new innovative ideas and help 

spreading it. 

Introduce new ways of construction 

technologies to UAE. 

Connect all construction professionals 

and firms in a unified platform 
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MARKET ANALYSIS 

Below are snaps from UAE market analysis conducted by UBA. 
For the full report please contact info@uaebimassociation.org 

  

mailto:info@uaebimassociation.org
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PROJECT DAECO 

 

DAECO project will align to existing international practices, 

guidelines and standards and will be consolidated into one 

robust package. Efficiency, Practicality, and Constructability 

in the UAE Construction market will be addressed and 

integrated comprehensively to the guidelines. 

 

DAECO concerns about Digital Architecture, Engineering, 

Construction, and Operation. The project will integrate 

Project Management Principles with all of its stages with BIM 

and VDC for better management, exchange, and usage of 

information 

 

Project DAECO has Two streams: 

• DAECO Management Guidelines 

• UAE DAECO Handbook. 
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The project will be managed by: 

Cris Mabeza, 
 BSc. Eng Civil, P. Eng, PMP® 

Design Manager, BIM/VDC 

Al Naboodah 

Abdelrahman Hadid. 
BSc. Eng, M.Sc. BIM, RICS, BRE 

BIM Lead 

DAR 

For participation as Collaborator or Steering Committee please drop an 

email to: DAECO@uaebimassociation.org 

mailto:DAECO@uaebimassociation.org
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WHO SUPPORT UBA? 

  

 

DROP YOUR LOGO HERE IF YOU ARE 

SUPPORTING THE IDEA. 

 

 

 

For more information please contact: 

sponsorship@uaebimassociation.org 

partnership@uaebimassociation.org 

 

mailto:sponsorship@uaebimassociation.org
mailto:sponsorship@uaebimassociation.org
mailto:partnership@uaebimassociation.org
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
▪ Logos and information mentioned in BIM Associations around the World 

are extracted from the association’s website, logo for Associations are copy 

rights reserved. 

▪ UAE BIM Association (UBA) Licensing with Community Development 

Authority (CDA) is in progress. 

▪ For Executive Portfolio please contact info@uaebimassociation.org 

▪ UAE BIM Association (UBA) will require steering committee members, for 

whom might be interested to join and be an effective member in UBA, 

please contact engagement@uaebimassociation.org for more information. 

▪ For sponsorship and partnership opportunities please contact 

sponsorship@uaebimassociation.org.  

 

 

All rights reserved 2019 

mailto:info@uaebimassociation.org
mailto:engagement@uaebimassociation.org
mailto:sponsorship@uaebimassociation.org
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For further information please contact: 

info@uaebimassociation.org 

 

UBA 

Dubai, 

UAE. 

Uaebimassociation.org 

 

 Follow us: uba-org 

 

mailto:info@uaebimassociation.org
http://www.uaebimassociation.org/

